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	In this issue

· ABUA Premium membership now covers ANY sport!!!
· ABUA 2010 Membership Drive
· 2009-2010 Clinic Listings Updated 
In other news

Maximizing the Two-Umpire System Manual
With the recent release of the Jim Evans Academy new Two-Umpire System manual, many associations have taken advantage of this great book. Having taken over 3 years to develop, the new manual makes learning the two-umpire system easy and fun! With over 100 full size diagrams and illustrations, understanding the system has never been easier. It's just like sitting in class at umpire school with Jim.

ABUA Members login to receive a 20% Discount on the book!
Click Here for Details [image: image2.png]





The Officials Choice!
theofficialschoice. is a sponsor of ABUA! Please visit their site! 


Baseball Rampage!
BASEBALLRAMPAGE.COM is a sponsor of ABUA! Please visit their site!





Buy Umpire Equipment
Did You Know?

Baseball Key Chains - NEW! 

Luggage Tag Sewing Kit:An emergency sewing kit is a travel essential. This luggage/equipment bag tag has one built right in. This extremely useful product slides open to reveal two hidden compartments: one contains a printed address card, the other contains thread, needle, threader, buttons and safety pin. Made of hard plastic with durable rubberized strap. TSA compliant. ABUA members receive an ABUA luggage tag as a free gift with their renewal/membership. ABUA Members SAVE 38% 

Honig's

ABUA members receive 10% off Honig's everyday!

Virtual Umpire Camp
The Virtual Umpire Training CD is a unique, interactive way for umpires to learn the mechanics and signals for umpiring on the professional level. Containing more than 100 animations, this product is a must-have for any current or future professional umpire. It's the only such product licensed by both Major League Baseball and Minor League Baseball. 
Cd contains animated training information on the 2, 3 and 4 umpire systems including signaling.

Click Here for Details [image: image4.png]





New to ABUA

MLB Umpire Manual Now Available!



The Major League Baseball Umpire Manual contains procedures and interpretations along with clarifications, general practices, and rulings endorsed by Major League Baseball. It is provided as a supplement to the Official Baseball Playing Rules which govern all games in Major League Baseball. ABUA Members login to receive a 15% Discount. Not a member, click here to join today to start receiving all the great benefits and discounts ABUA has to offer!
---
Member Only Equipment Pricing in ABUA Online Store! 
Including Chest Protectors, 
Shin Guards and Masks 
Coming Soon!






In addition to the newly added Luggage Tag, the ABUA is proud to carry the "Japanese Style Plate Brush". Log into your ABUA account to receive your special discounted price! Not a member, click here to join today to start receiving all the great benefits and discounts ABUA has to offer!
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Honigs ABUA Special: NEW! Honigs Pro-Line mask with two-tone pads. SAVE! Our new Pro Line mask frames are an upgrade in strength by using "flat bar" tubular steel for the 3 main horizontal bars. Padding is black vinyl outside and tan calfskin on the inside. 9" width. Regular price $61.95. ABUA MEMBER SALE PRICE: $52.65. And remember, ABUA members receive 10% off regular baseball merchandise every day at Honigs! 

Offer good for a limited time while supplies last.

PBUC Unveils Revised Blue Book
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Available NOW on ABUA 
SPECIAL $3.95 Shipping
This newly revised publication contains interpretations, clarifications, general practices, and rulings endorsed by Minor League Baseball and the Professional Baseball Umpire Corp. It is provided as a supplement to the Official Baseball Playing Rules which govern all games in Minor League Baseball.

Click Here to Order
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For a limited time, list your item for FREE!

To get ABUA Auctions jumpstarted, list your item for free! To list your item for free, simply enter the code 3ca137f7410a during the listing process and your listing fees will be waived. Currently, all fees benefit the Jim Evans One Umpire At A Time Foundation and are 100% tax deductible.

Click Here to go to Auction Site
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Force3 Announces New Product
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Ultimate Umpire Sock Announced - SHIPPING 3/6

After 1 year of testing and prototypes, Force3 is proud to announce its next revolutionary product for umpires! The Force3 Ultimate Umpire Sock provides extreme comfort while umpiring. Made from CoolMax(TM), Cotton, and Lycra, the Force3 Ultimate Umpire Sock's design keeps your feet at the right temperature no matter if it is cold or hot outside. 
CoolMax has been specially engineered to keep you dry and comfortable through proprietary four-channel fibers. When the body perspires, CoolMax moves moisture quickly away from the skin to the outer layer of the fabric. It then dries that moisture faster than any other fabric on the market today. One size fits all, adult. Triple padding extends to above heel to protect with hightop shoes. Special compression points support the foot and ankle for comfort. 

Special airflow weave on top of foot. Socks fit to knee or below. Force3 Ultimate Sock has been tested against leading brand socks and outperforms in a standard abrasion test, lasting more than 150,000 abrasions before breaking down. The next highest rated sock lasted 100,000 abrasions before breaking down.

Pre-orders only. Socks will be shipping by the end of February.

Click Here to Read More 


Two Runners on the Same Base
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Part of Rich Marazzi's ABUA Column

During the 1960 season the Cubs and Phillies met when this odd play occurred. In the first inning, the Cubs had Richie Ashburn on second base and Ernie Banks on first when both of them broke on a Chris Short pitch. Short turned and threw to Phils shortstop Ted Lepcio who threw to Alvin Dark at third. Ashburn retreated to second base where he met Banks. Ashburn crawled off the bag and Dark tagged him. Banks became confused and stepped back off the bag, and Dark tagged him to complete an odd double play. 

When two runners find themselves on the same base, for even Hall of Famers like Ashburn and Banks, its Houston, we have a problem.
In this column, I am going to challenge umpires by combining my Ruleball program with some umpiring basics on the subject of two runners being tagged on the same base. 

Members Only - Click Here, Log In to Read More 

Ground Rules
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Part of George Demetriou's ABUA Column
A sometimes neglected part of the pre-game procedure is for the umpires to walk the perimeter of the field. This procedure serves to identify potential safety hazards and items that may require a ground rule. Ground rules are supplementary rules governing the status of pitched, batted, or thrown balls which pertain to a particular field. Except where noted, the material applies equally to NFHS, NCAA and pro rules.
In Game 3 of the 2009 World Series between the NY Yankees and Philadelphia Phillies, Alex Rodriguez hit an opposite-field drive into the right-field corner in the fourth inning. He trotted into second base after the ball ricocheted back onto the field. Video replay indicated the ball may have deflected off the lens of a television camera positioned just above the 330-foot sign on the fence. Yankee manager Joe Girardi questioned right-field umpire Jeff Nelson and it was agreed a review was appropriate. MLB began using instant replay for boundary calls in 2008 that can determine only whether possible home runs were fair or foul or cleared fences. After the first video review in World Series history, Rodriguez was given a home run.

Members Only - Click Here, Log In to Read More 




SAVE 10% OFF
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You may already be a victim, many times over, and not even know it. But not with LifeLock. Take advantage of this great new partnership today! To enroll, simply visit LifeLock.com and click "Enroll Now" or call 800-LIFELOCK (543-3562). Use promotion code "ABUA" and Save 10%! 



Make A Difference Today!
ABUA Partners With Foundation
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The Foundation is an independent public charity organization. All donations are tax-deductible under the 501(c)(3) government statute.
The ABUA will now match 100% of the donations made through the link below in this newsletter! Every dollar counts and every dollar is turned back into the scholarship program.



Click Donate button below to make a contribution and a difference today. 
Your donation is 100% Tax-Deductible!

[image: image25.png]Donate.

-y ==



[image: image26.png]




	Amateur Baseball Umpires' Association
Jim Evans Academy - 200 S. Wilcox St. #508, Castle Rock, CO 80104 - (303) 290-7411


	


