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	In this issue

· ABUA Premium membership now covers ANY sport!!!
· ABUA 2010 Membership Drive
· 2009-2010 Clinic Listings Updated 
In other news

Maximizing the Two-Umpire System Manual
With the recent release of the Jim Evans Academy new Two-Umpire System manual, many associations have taken advantage of this great book. Having taken over 3 years to develop, the new manual makes learning the two-umpire system easy and fun! With over 100 full size diagrams and illustrations, understanding the system has never been easier. It's just like sitting in class at umpire school with Jim.

ABUA Members login to receive a 20% Discount on the book!
Click Here for Details [image: image2.png]





The Officials Choice!
theofficialschoice. is a sponsor of ABUA! Please visit their site! 


Baseball Rampage!
BASEBALLRAMPAGE.COM is a sponsor of ABUA! Please visit their site!





Buy Umpire Equipment
Did You Know?

Baseball Key Chains - NEW! 

Luggage Tag Sewing Kit:An emergency sewing kit is a travel essential. This luggage/equipment bag tag has one built right in. This extremely useful product slides open to reveal two hidden compartments: one contains a printed address card, the other contains thread, needle, threader, buttons and safety pin. Made of hard plastic with durable rubberized strap. TSA compliant. ABUA members receive an ABUA luggage tag as a free gift with their renewal/membership. ABUA Members SAVE 38% 

Honig's

ABUA members receive 10% off Honig's everyday!

Virtual Umpire Camp
The Virtual Umpire Training CD is a unique, interactive way for umpires to learn the mechanics and signals for umpiring on the professional level. Containing more than 100 animations, this product is a must-have for any current or future professional umpire. It's the only such product licensed by both Major League Baseball and Minor League Baseball. 
Cd contains animated training information on the 2, 3 and 4 umpire systems including signaling.

Click Here for Details [image: image4.png]





New to ABUA

MLB Umpire Manual Now Available!



The Major League Baseball Umpire Manual contains procedures and interpretations along with clarifications, general practices, and rulings endorsed by Major League Baseball. It is provided as a supplement to the Official Baseball Playing Rules which govern all games in Major League Baseball. ABUA Members login to receive a 15% Discount. Not a member, click here to join today to start receiving all the great benefits and discounts ABUA has to offer!
---
Member Only Equipment Pricing in ABUA Online Store! 
Including Chest Protectors, 
Shin Guards and Masks 
Coming Soon!






In addition to the newly added Luggage Tag, the ABUA is proud to carry the "Japanese Style Plate Brush". Log into your ABUA account to receive your special discounted price! Not a member, click here to join today to start receiving all the great benefits and discounts ABUA has to offer!
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Honigs ABUA Special: NEW! Honigs Pro-Line mask with two-tone pads. SAVE! Our new Pro Line mask frames are an upgrade in strength by using "flat bar" tubular steel for the 3 main horizontal bars. Padding is black vinyl outside and tan calfskin on the inside. 9" width. Regular price $61.95. ABUA MEMBER SALE PRICE: $52.65. And remember, ABUA members receive 10% off regular baseball merchandise every day at Honigs! 

Offer good for a limited time while supplies last.

USA Baseball & IBAF Opportunites
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Exciting news from ABUA
One of the great and many benefits of belonging to the ABUA is the opportunity to potentially umpire USA Baseball events and also International Baseball events in 2010. If you are an ABUA member and are interested in working USA Basbeall and/or International Baseball events, please send your baseball umpiring resume to ABUA Executive Director Dick Runchey via email. After sending in your information, you will be contacted to discuss the opportunities available. 

Click Here to email your resume to Runchey
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For a limited time, list your item for FREE!

To get ABUA Auctions jumpstarted, list your item for free! To list your item for free, simply enter the code 3ca137f7410a during the listing process and your listing fees will be waived. Currently, all fees benefit the Jim Evans One Umpire At A Time Foundation and are 100% tax deductible.

Click Here to go to Auction Site
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Force3 Announces New Product
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Ultimate Umpire Sock Announced
After 1 year of testing and prototypes, Force3 is proud to announce its next revolutionary product for umpires! The Force3 Ultimate Umpire Sock provides extreme comfort while umpiring. Made from CoolMax(TM), Cotton, and Lycra, the Force3 Ultimate Umpire Sock's design keeps your feet at the right temperature no matter if it is cold or hot outside. 
CoolMax has been specially engineered to keep you dry and comfortable through proprietary four-channel fibers. When the body perspires, CoolMax moves moisture quickly away from the skin to the outer layer of the fabric. It then dries that moisture faster than any other fabric on the market today. One size fits all, adult. Triple padding extends to above heel to protect with hightop shoes. Special compression points support the foot and ankle for comfort. 

Special airflow weave on top of foot. Socks fit to knee or below. Force3 Ultimate Sock has been tested against leading brand socks and outperforms in a standard abrasion test, lasting more than 150,000 abrasions before breaking down. The next highest rated sock lasted 100,000 abrasions before breaking down.

Pre-orders only. Socks will be shipping by the end of February.

Click Here to Read More 


The Rule Book and the Runner
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Part of Rich Marazzi's ABUA Column


Following is a 15-question True and False test regarding rules that relate to the runner. I will make 15 statements. If you think the statement is true, circle True. If you think my statement is false, circle False. Good luck!
1. In running the first 45-feet from home to first, the batter-runner is allowed to run only three-feet to either side of the foul line. If the batter-runner should exceed the three-foot limit, he should be called out if he interferes with the fielder taking the throw at first base. True or False?

2. In running the last 45-feet from home to first, the batter-runner must run inside the 45-foot long, three-foot wide box. If he doesnt, the umpire should call him out. True or False?

3. In running the last 45-feet from home to first, the batter-runner should only be called out if he runs outside the box, even with one foot, and he interferes with the fielder taking the throw. True or False?

4. In running the last...

Members Only - Click Here, Log In to Read More 

Awards on Batted Balls

[image: image18.png]



Part of George Demetriou's ABUA Column
The most common base award is most likely the two bases awarded to the batter and all runners when a fair batted ball leaves the playing field. Almost everyone refers to this as a ground rule double. Those that understand baseball know that it is not a ground rule; its in the rules book.
Properly placing the runners is the umpires responsibility and each game, usually has at least one base award. There are several types of awards on batted balls and they range from two to four bases. Awards on batted balls are almost always made from the time of the pitch.

Except where noted, the material applies equally to NFHS, NCAA and pro rules.

Ball out of play. The award already mentioned a fair batted ball that...

Members Only - Click Here, Log In to Read More 

Court determines TSSAA is not liable for head injury suffered by BGA athlete
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Are you covered by ABUA insurance in case YOU get named in a lawsuit??? 
FRANKLIN A former Battle Ground Academy baseball player has 60 days to decide if he will appeal the state's Court of Appeals decision to not hold the Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association partly responsible for the injured he suffered during a baseball game.
He's suing the TSSAA and BGA for "failing to enforce the rules against his conduct."
In 2005, Cason McInturff, a high school junior, was sitting on a bucket with his assistant coach outside the dugout during a game between BGA and host Father Ryan when he was hit in the head by a foul ball. Standing or sitting just outside the dugout during play is a violation of TSSAA rules.

The injury caused "severe internal brain damage that has affected his cognitive skills to the point where everything he does he has to process slowly," according to McInturff's lawyer, Joseph Bednarz Sr.

"That's why we filed the lawsuit, because kids are going to be kids, even though they're 16 or 17. That's the whole idea of the rulebook," Bednarz said. "Safety ought to be first. The rules specifically said they're not supposed to be out there, and it's up to the coaches and the umpires to enforce this rule."

Immediately after the injury, BGA waived McInturff's tuition and fees for his final year of high school, an amount totaling $13,325.90.

McInturff is now a student at Abilene Christian University in Texas.

Bednarz said McInturff has had to cancel his plans of becoming a veterinarian like his father because of the injury. He held the TSSAA partly responsible for the umpires based on his claim that "the umpires were actual agents of the TSSAA or the apparent agents of TSSAA," according to the court file. The court, however, ruled in favor of the TSSAA's argument that it is not to blame after determining that the umpires are independent contractors.

Bednarz said he hopes a trial date with BGA, with which the suit is still pending, will be set soon.

"BGA doesn't feel it bears any responsibility on what happened to Cason," said Ben Rose, one of BGA's lawyers.




SAVE 10% OFF
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You may already be a victim, many times over, and not even know it. But not with LifeLock. Take advantage of this great new partnership today! To enroll, simply visit LifeLock.com and click "Enroll Now" or call 800-LIFELOCK (543-3562). Use promotion code "ABUA" and Save 10%! 



Make A Difference Today!
ABUA Partners With Foundation
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The Foundation is an independent public charity organization. All donations are tax-deductible under the 501(c)(3) government statute.
The ABUA will now match 100% of the donations made through the link below in this newsletter! Every dollar counts and every dollar is turned back into the scholarship program.



Click Donate button below to make a contribution and a difference today. 
Your donation is 100% Tax-Deductible!
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