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	In this issue

· ABUA Premium membership now covers ANY sport!!!
· JEAPU Heads to Myrtle Beach!
· 2010-2011 Clinic Listings Updated 
· The 2010 Sports Officiating Summit 
In other news

Maximizing the Two-Umpire System Manual
With the recent release of the Jim Evans Academy new Two-Umpire System manual, many associations have taken advantage of this great book. Having taken over 3 years to develop, the new manual makes learning the two-umpire system easy and fun! With over 100 full size diagrams and illustrations, understanding the system has never been easier. It's just like sitting in class at umpire school with Jim.

ABUA Members login to receive a 20% Discount on the book!
Click Here for Details [image: image2.png]





The Officials Choice!
theofficialschoice. is a sponsor of ABUA! Please visit their site! 


Baseball Rampage!
BASEBALLRAMPAGE.COM is a sponsor of ABUA! Please visit their site!





Buy Umpire Equipment
Did You Know?

Baseball Key Chains - NEW! 

Luggage Tag Sewing Kit:An emergency sewing kit is a travel essential. This luggage/equipment bag tag has one built right in. This extremely useful product slides open to reveal two hidden compartments: one contains a printed address card, the other contains thread, needle, threader, buttons and safety pin. Made of hard plastic with durable rubberized strap. TSA compliant. ABUA members receive an ABUA luggage tag as a free gift with their renewal/membership. ABUA Members SAVE 38% 

Honig's

ABUA members receive 10% off Honig's everyday!

Virtual Umpire Camp
The Virtual Umpire Training CD is a unique, interactive way for umpires to learn the mechanics and signals for umpiring on the professional level. Containing more than 100 animations, this product is a must-have for any current or future professional umpire. It's the only such product licensed by both Major League Baseball and Minor League Baseball. 
Cd contains animated training information on the 2, 3 and 4 umpire systems including signaling.

Click Here for Details [image: image4.png]





New to ABUA

MLB Umpire Manual Now Available!



The Major League Baseball Umpire Manual contains procedures and interpretations along with clarifications, general practices, and rulings endorsed by Major League Baseball. It is provided as a supplement to the Official Baseball Playing Rules which govern all games in Major League Baseball. ABUA Members login to receive a 15% Discount. Not a member, click here to join today to start receiving all the great benefits and discounts ABUA has to offer!
---
Member Only Equipment Pricing in ABUA Online Store! 
Including Chest Protectors, 
Shin Guards and Masks 
Available Now!






In addition to the newly added Luggage Tag, the ABUA is proud to carry the "Japanese Style Plate Brush". Log into your ABUA account to receive your special discounted price! Not a member, click here to join today to start receiving all the great benefits and discounts ABUA has to offer!
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Honigs ABUA Special: NEW! Honigs Pro-Line mask with two-tone pads. SAVE! Our new Pro Line mask frames are an upgrade in strength by using "flat bar" tubular steel for the 3 main horizontal bars. Padding is black vinyl outside and tan calfskin on the inside. 9" width. Regular price $61.95. ABUA MEMBER SALE PRICE: $52.65. And remember, ABUA members receive 10% off regular baseball merchandise every day at Honigs! 

Offer good for a limited time while supplies last.

Congratulations 2010 NCAA
Post Season and ABUA Umpires
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For a complete listing of Post Season Umpires 
Click Here.
4 Great Products Now Online!
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SPECIAL $4.95 Shipping for ENTIRE order! 
(Limited Time Only - Domestic only, $14.95 for International.) Promotion will end June 30.

Be the first to own the 2010 MLB Rule Book! Books are now in stock and shipping immediately! These rule books were sent directly from the Commissioner's Office. 
CLICK HERE to Order.


As They See'em is now in paperback!!! Updated for the 2010 season, this new version includes an additional chapter written after the first publication.
CLICK HERE to Order.

Virtual Umpire Camp Version 2 is now shipping! Updated from the first version, with updated graphics and animations.
CLICK HERE to Order.

This newly revised publication contains interpretations, clarifications, general practices, and rulings endorsed by Minor League Baseball and the Professional Baseball Umpire Corp. It is provided as a supplement to the Official Baseball Playing Rules which govern all games in Minor League Baseball. CLICK HERE to Order.
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Honig's To Carry Force3 Socks!
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Force3 Socks have taken another step closer to winning the hearts of all officials. With clinical testing ongoing, the preliminary results have amazed even the creators. There is actual benefit with the sock design. Initial pressure sensitive testing reveals that the sock actually supports the foot better than a regular white sock. Honig's, the official equipment supplier to the ABUA and Jim Evans Academy has already agreed to carry the Ultimate Sock and will start distributing them during the football rush.
Click Here to Learn More and Order


Rules that Catchers and Plate Umpires Need to Know - Part II
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Part of Rich Marazzi's ABUA Column

In part II of this nine part series, Ill cover the two different types of catchers interference and the no tag, no touch, no call play as we continue a study of rules that catchers and plate umpires need to know. 

Catchers Interference- Bat Strikes Glove.
There are different types of catchers interference. The most common type is when the batters bat makes contact with the catchers mitt on the swing. When this type of interference occurs, the ball remains alive and in play. If all runners, including the batter-runner, advance at least one base, the interference is ignored. If all runners including the batter-runner do not advance one base on the play, the offensive coach has the option of taking the play or penalty. This seldom occurs.
Playing under Pro rules the umpire enforces the penalty directly without regard to the option once continuous action has stopped. It is the responsibility of the offensive manager to know he has an option and to initiate the meeting with the plate umpire if he elects to take the play. NCAA rules do not specify as to whose responsibility it is to initiate the meeting. Both entities are expected to know the rules and to initiate conversation when the acceptance of the play or the penalty is not an obvious option. If neither party does, the umpire will enforce the penalty aspect of the rule. Playing under NFHS rules, the umpire should present the options to the coach of the offensive team if catchers obstruction should occur (Pro 6.08-c; NCAA 8-2-e 1&2; NFHS 8-1-1-e 1&2 Defensive Obstruction).

Most of the time the penalty is invoked because the batter-runner quits on the play and the umpire calls Time when continuous action has stopped. The batter is then awarded first base and any other runner/runners advance a base only if forced. If a runner is advancing to the next base at the time of the pitch, the runner is awarded that base even if not forced under all playing codes.

Some catchers are very aggressive and get nailed on this rule several... 

Members Only - Click Here, Log In to Read More 

Pickoffs
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Part of George Demetriou's ABUA Column
On occasion, pitchers attempts to pick-off a runner at first are greed with the cry of balk. Repeated throws draw a chorus of boos. If the throw is in accordance with rules, a pitcher can attempt a pick-off at any base as often as he wants. Its also possible for him to throw to an unoccupied base.
Balks" were part of the original baseball rules. If the pitch was not delivered underhanded, it was a balk. That later became a "foul balk" and other acts which were violations of the pitching rule were balks." The foul balk disappeared by 1884. The current pro balk rules were written in 1950 and are used by almost in their entirety by the NCAA. The NFHS rule on balks is significantly different, but is related to the pre-1950 pro rule. Except where noted, the material applies equally to NFHS, NCAA and pro rules.

First base. The vast majority of pick-off attempts are to first base, simply because of the predominance of runners there. Despite possible fan frustration with pick-offs, especially those by the opponents, MLB data from 2002-09 indicates the stolen base percentage of a runner decreases from 75% to 64% if at least one throw is made over to first by the pitcher. Repeated throws do not significantly make a difference, perhaps because the runner gets to see the pitcher's pick-off move and can therefore get a bigger lead.

Under NCAA and pro rules...

Members Only - Click Here, Log In to Read More 

Make A Difference Today!
ABUA Partners With Foundation
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The Foundation is an independent public charity organization. All donations are tax-deductible under the 501(c)(3) government statute.
The ABUA will now match 100% of the donations made through the link below in this newsletter! Every dollar counts and every dollar is turned back into the scholarship program.



Click Donate button below to make a contribution and a difference today. 
Your donation is 100% Tax-Deductible!
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