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	QUESTION OF THE MONTH 
Is it OK for officials to participate in online social networking sites, such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn? 
(Please choose only one.) 
•
Yes, there is nothing wrong with officials using social networking sites. In fact, it’s a great way to connect with other officials and “discuss” officiating.

• 
Yes, there is nothing wrong with officials using social networking sites, as long as they are careful about who can see the material they post. 

•
Yes, there is nothing wrong with officials using social networking sites, as long as the material they post has nothing to do with officiating.

•
No, officials should stay as far away from Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn as they can.

Click here to fill 
out survey 
SEPTEMBER POLL RESULTS 
Have you ever served on the board of your local officials association? 
(More than once choice could be applicable.)
NASO members said: 

47%
Yes, I've served in a variety of board positions.

30%
Yes, I've served as the president of my association.
16%
Yes, I've served as the vice-president of my association.
16%
No, but I would like to be on the board in the future. 
13%
Yes, I've served as the secretary of my association.

12%
Yes, I've served as the treasurer of my association.

9%
No, and I have no interest in serving on the board. 
DID YOU KNOW? 

The optional Game Fee Protection Program is an exclusive program only offered to members of the National Association of Sports Officials who want more extensive game fee loss protection. There are two forms of optional protection; you choose the level of coverage that’s right for your officiating schedule.  
Annual premiums range from $114 to $277 with corresponding annual maximum benefits from $1,000 to $2,000. The optional programs are not limited to game fee loss due to assault injuries; they extend to all officiating-related injuries.  

For further details on how the program works or to apply please visit www.naso.org, click on Member Benefits or click on the image above.  
ARCHIVED ISSUES 
To view previous issues of NASO LockerRoom 
Click here
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What Comes After the Ejection? 
By Rick Woelfel

The storm has blown through. Now it’s up to you to clean up after it. Your match is only 20 minutes old, but you just sent a player off for a hard tackle. A long match is in front of you. Where do you go from here?

No official looks forward to an ejection. But he or she wants to handle the situation properly if one does become necessary. What separates elite officials from merely competent ones is how they handle what comes after an ejection, when emotions may still be running high.

In some sports, like football, ejections are rare. Circumstances can be far different in other sports. In baseball and soccer, for example, ejections are more common and an official’s decision to disqualify a participant is more likely to be second-guessed. 

Larry Donovan, St. Louis, has worked various levels of soccer for 30 years, including eight national collegiate championship games at one level or another. He has also worked Division I baseball for 25 years and picked up high school basketball a decade ago.

A firefighter by trade, Donovan points out that in more cases than not, players or coaches, in effect, eject themselves. “You didn’t do anything wrong,” he says. “Tell yourself, ‘I shouldn’t have to worry about myself; it was the player who created the situation.’”

Admittedly, that can be easier said than done in the heat of battle. Here are a few suggestions, whatever your sport, for keeping a game flowing smoothly after you or your crew has had to send someone off for the day.

• Stay calm. That is standard operating procedure for any official, but it bears mention. Players watch you. Your calm demeanor may not, by itself, keep them simmered down. But if you don’t keep your cool, odds of the players doing so are reduced.

• Don’t change the way you’re calling the game. Sometimes an official can be tempted to change the pattern of his or her calls after an incident. Fight that temptation. Strive for consistency. Don’t pass on a foul to get the game over; don’t give “gifts” to a team that just lost a player.

Donovan states the matter succinctly. “If you adjust your calls,” he says, “you’re giving the advantage to the team that had the send-off.”

• Communicate when necessary. There are varying opinions on how much officials should talk to participants. The key word is necessary. If you have just ejected a team’s cleanup hitter over a called third strike, you likely don’t want to chat when its catcher comes out the next half inning. Stick to business. But if he starts grumbling, cut him off. Say something like, “Look, he said what he felt he had to say and I did what I had to do. Play ball.”

Every sport has unwritten rules of conduct. In more cases than not players, particularly experienced ones, know when the line has been crossed. They may not be happy if one of their teammates got “the boot,” but they’ll understand where you were coming from.

Rick Woelfel is a freelance writer and baseball umpire based in Philadelphia.This article originally appeared in the 7/05 issue of Referee.


Everything You Need to Master This Year's Mechanics Changes


Basketball Mechanics Illustrated: 
2 - and 3-Person High School Crews
Never before have two-person and three-person mechanics been covered by Referee in the same publication. This totally redesigned book, with a new more convenient size, is so portable you’ll want to take it with you to all your games. It’s what’s on the inside though, that makes it the must-have mechanics book for every official.
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 illustrations, Basketball Mechanics Illustrated will show you the positions to be in and what you need to look for to make the right call. It is a great tool for both preseason study and in-season reference. With major mechanics changes in 2009 for crews of two and three, every official should have their own copy. 
Bulk discounts are available and associations are encouraged to purchase. Call for details.
Available mid-October. 
To pre-order today call 262/632-8855.






Weigh in on Speakers for the 2010 Summit 
NASO speakers and panelists for the 2009 Summit included some big names in the officiating industry. The individuals came from professional leagues as well as the college, high school and amateur ranks. A variety of sports were represented. Some of the speakers included NFL referees Mike Carey, Ed Hochuli and Terry McAulay and NBA referees Violet Palmer and Steve Javie.
With the latest Summit over, NASO is already gearing up for the 2010 event, which will be held July 25-27 at the Marriott Minneapolis City Center. The theme for the 2010 Summit is “Rights, Requirements, Risks: The Shared Responsibility of Officiating.”

NASO is currently developing a list of applicable session topics and considering panelists and speakers best suited to addressing them. In addition, NASO is looking for your help in identifying possible panelists. 

Do you know of a leader in your local group, state association or league who is a great speaker? Maybe it’s someone you’ve heard speak in the past and you can’t wait to hear him or her again — someone who can capture an audience. Tell us about that person. Is there an official in the professional or college ranks you have always wanted to hear from? Share your suggestions for the 2010 Summit.

To submit your speaker or panelist suggestions, click here. In the e-mail, please include the name and title of the individual as well as the reason you feel that person would make a good addition to the 2010 Summit discussion. Also include any contact information if it is available.


Let's Hear Your Best Story ... 
You’ve probably been sharing your best officiating stories at any number of postgame crew gatherings for years. Referee magazine wants to publish your favorite war story from the officiating trenches. Type up your story in 800 words or less and e-mail it to lastcall@referee.com. Sure, you might lose the opportunity to tell the story to your buddies, but now you’ll have an even bigger audience. Here’s a story about a football official who worked a game in which the lights went out

Lights Out 
By Jim Marshall 

It was the night that the lights went out in … Indiana.

It was late in the high school football season a few years ago — the sky was overcast, the air was cold and the wind was blowing steadily from the north. In the car heading to the game, we discussed what effect the wind might have on the game. Someone mentioned how on a similar night years earlier the stadium lights went out just at the start of the second half. We laughed and commented about how that doesn’t happen every day. Little did we know. …

With about a minute and a half left in the fourth quarter, the visiting team led by six. The wind was whipping pretty steadily, but thankfully there was no rain to impede visibility.

The home team had the ball at the visitor’s 40 yardline. On third down with seven to go for the first down, the quarterback dropped back to pass …

That’s when everything went dark. Every single light in the area went out. And because it was overcast, there certainly wasn’t any moonlight or even a little starshine to alleviate the blackness.

As head linesman I was positioned about five yards from the visiting head coach. It was so dark I couldn’t see him or any of the players. After the initial gasp from the crowd and a moment of confused chatter, a hush fell over the stadium.

Not only was it dark, it was now eerily quiet.

Then, from the other side of the field a lone voice cried out from the void. I recognized it as the voice of the home team coach: “Hey! Whoever has the ball, run for the end zone!”

Almost without thinking I began to blow my whistle — as did the rest of the crew. Muscle memory took over and I realized I was waving my arms to kill the clock and jogging toward the middle of the field. Not smart since I couldn’t see what was in front of me — and, of course, who could see me killing the clock?

Luckily I didn’t crash into anything. But I could hear movement all around me.

After what seemed like a lifetime — but was probably only less than a minute — the lights of the emergency medical vehicles parked at one end of the field came on, blazing beams of light across the field. Now at least we could see a little something and the crew was finally able to come together.

We immediately realized that we couldn’t find the ball. Maybe someone actually did try to take it into the end zone. Or maybe the quarterback threw a pass. But that was the least of our worries as we gathered in the middle of the field to figure out what to do next.

We quickly discussed several scenarios. What if the lights didn’t come back on? How long should we wait? What options did we have for ending or postponing the game? One of us headed out to find the athletic director to see what the situation was. I went to find the visiting coach while our line judge went to the home side of the field. Naturally the coaches had different “solutions” to the problem. The visitors thought we should just end the game. Obviously the home team wasn’t in favor of that.

We finally agreed that we would wait and we eventually located the ball on the ground a short ways downfield.

The coach on my sideline argued that it must have been an incomplete pass and it should be fourth down. How many times had I heard, “If you don’t see it, you can’t call it”? That certainly applied here. I told him we were going to replay third down.

The lights did come back on and, after allowing each team time to warm up, we restarted the game. On the way home that night — a little later than usual — we had a good time laughing about our “blackout” game. We now wonder if a flashlight shouldn’t become a standard part of our onfield equipment. 

Jim Marshall lives in Lafayette, Ind., and officiates football and baseball. This originally appeared in the 12/06 issue of Referee.
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As an active NASO member you should have received a special e-mail entitled "NASO 2009 Member-Get-a-Member."
Each year NASO counts on members like you to help grow membership by encouraging your officiating friends and colleagues to join NASO. Our goal with this Membership Drive is to sign on 1,000 new members this year. 

Best of all as an NASO active member – when you help sign up a new member both you and your nominee* will save $10 in membership dues when you get a member to join. 

There is no limit – nominate as many officials as you feel would benefit from being an NASO member. The more members you bring in – the more you save. For example, if you brought in five new members, you would receive a $50 membership dues credit. Bring in 10 new members and your next annual NASO membership is FREE.

As soon as your nominees join NASO, you will receive a $10 dues credit for each new member as long as you and your nominee(s) remain active members for the next five years. 

Plus each of your new members will also receive a $10 membership dues credit for their new NASO membership.

Don't miss out on this great opportunity to save on your membership dues and help your association grow!

Click here to access the membership invitation and forward this to a fellow official, crew members or association members you feel share the same commitment shared by more than 16,000 NASO members.

Conditions: NASO members will receive $10 off the regular annual NASO membership rate of $94. Other special membership offers do not apply. 
Membership dues credit will be applied on the member's next membership renewal notice.

At any time, if an NASO member or new member (nominee) does not renew membership to NASO the membership rate will revert back to the current annual NASO membership rate for each party. 

This special offer is available April 2, 2009-December 31, 2009.

*Nominee cannot be a current NASO member. 

**Rate applies to U.S. only. 

LATEST FROM REFEREE BOOKS 


NASO EDUCATION PARTNERS 
Platinum, Gold and Silver Partners 
•
Amateur Softball Assn of America 
•
ArbiterSports
•
Arizona Interscholastic Assn 
•
Bank of America 
•
Big Ten Conference 
•
Cliff Keen Athletic 
•
Colorado High School Activities Assn 
•
Fox 40 International 
•
Georgia High School Assn 
•
Honig's Whistle Stop 
•
Iowa High School Athletic Assn
•
Kentucky High School Athletic Assn
•
MLB
•
NBA
•
NBRF
•
NFHS
•
NFL - Partner Grant
•
NFLRA
•
NHL
•
Ohio High School Athletic Assn
•
Referee Enterprises
•
RefNation
•
Sun Belt Conference
•
Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Assn 
•
United Football League
•
USA Football 
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